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I had the opportunity this Fall to take 11 special-needs middle school students and six staff members bowling.  What an adventure!  
Each student is precious and has their own story, and I’d like to share one of those stories. 

Steve is the dad of Gordon, a 14 year-old young man with cerebral palsy.  Steve’s tone of voice is positive, his energy high and his attitude 
radiates God’s heart.  Steve shared with me his passion of how his son can communicate.  You see, Gordon has few motor skills, but 
he thinks just like a regular 14 year-old.  Attached to his wheelchair is a monitor, which he touches with his head to communicate any 
of the 2,000 words he knows.  The monitor was modified by his parents to include a speaker that will vocalize the words for him.  It 
is phenomenal. Steve was very passionate about this arrangement and told me about it when I met him early in the morning as I was 
substitute teaching for Gordon’s class.  Gordon was able to call me ‘sub man’ and let me know his favorite thing was riding the bus 
because of the bus lift.  And riding on two buses across the city is exactly what we needed to do to get to the bowling alley for our 
special day out.

On the day of the event, we got to the bus stop and waited 15 
minutes for it to arrive. The bus driver pulls up and says, “Sorry 
I can’t fit both wheelchairs on the bus.”  You see, on the city 
buses there is room for two wheelchairs  and one was already 
taken.  Steve volunteered to stay and wait with Gordon for the next 
bus–in the cold–while the rest of us got on the bus so we could 
stay on schedule.  Can someone say servant?  Fortunately, they 
showed up just in time to bowl for their turn (after their bus 
broke down too!).

The way Gordon bowls is amazing!  How it works is this: 
Steve attaches a ramp  to Gordon’s wheelchair.  Steve then 
lines up the ramp with the lane and places the bowling ball on 
top of the ramp.  Then Gordon pushes the ball down the ramp, 
and the ball goes straight toward the pins.  They bowl together, and 
it is a pretty cool sight.  There is pure joy as they spend time 
together.  

Now remember, Gordon has all the skills of a normal 14 year-old, but his motor skills are very limited.  For Gordon to communicate 
‘yes’, he moves his shoulders up and his head down.  To communicate ‘no’,  he moves his head to the left.  For everything else he uses 
the monitor.  And he smiles and makes a joyful noise while riding the bus lift. 

Not only does Gordon enjoy the experience of being lifted onto a bus, but he also loves the bus driver’s announcements.  He loves 
little things and takes great joy in the simple things of life.  We have a lot to learn from him.  Oh yeah, his hearing is amazing.  He is like 
an undercover cop as most people don’t know he is listening to their conversations.  He can hear everything people say around him.

On the way home from the event, I saw a ring on Steve’s finger with a bear engraved on it.  I asked if there was any significance and he 
said, “The only jewelry that means anything is this necklace that has a sea horse on it.”  I am thinking, “Sea horse?  What is tough about 
a sea horse?  It’s definitely not a bear.”  He explains that the male sea horse is the only male in all creation that has a pouch and directly 
cares for his young.  He said he is the male sea horse, and his wife is the bread winner in the family.  That is how he cares for Gordon.  
That is how he serves.

Oh, did I mention Steve adopted Gordon when he was four years old?

(continued on page 2)
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Hooking Me Up
Translation: If you would like to donate or contact me

If you would like to donate and/or contact me you can reach me using the information below. Please send me address, email, phone 
number, pictures, or web sites you want to share. Please write check to Campus Crusade for Christ and put 0604207 in the memo.
Online:  www.give.ccci.org/give - be sure to enter my name or account number #0604207
Snail-Mail:  3346 S. Chester Court, Denver, CO  80231 
Email:  tay.jc@excite.com
Web:  www.aia.com & www.TaylorHargrove.com (coming soon!) 
Phone:  (303) 960-8530

(continued from page 1)

Steve taught me servanthood in the way he loves his son.  He exemplified Jesus’ attitude all day long.   I told Steve that I learned more 
from him and Gordon in one day than I could have by listening to 40 sermons.  I said that because Steve ‘gets it done’.  I said to him, “As 
a Christian, I am to have the heart and actions of Jesus Christ in serving,” and Steve does that so well!

I could go on and tell you how much more I learned from Gordon, Salvador, the other young man with cerebral palsy, or Alec who has 
the tender heart of God.  There was true beauty all around me on Friday November 2nd, and I am forever grateful.  It was the hidden 
treasure of those guys that helped me get through the news that one of my mentors, John Weber, the chaplain for the Dallas Cowboys 
and our AIA baseball team, passed away the night before.  God sent me into the hands of true beauty.  My hope for you is that when 
you are there, when you are in the presence of true beauty, you can see and appreciate it.    

Beauty was revealed to me where I least expected it—at a bus stop.  I saw it in the servanthood from Steve who exemplified the verse,  
“I came not to be served but to serve” (Matthew 20:28).  I learned from Gordon the beauty of his heart in simple pleasures like riding 
a bus lift and hearing his name announced on the bus’ loud speaker.  There was such a joy and peace about him.  

The shepherds saw true beauty in a barn where Jesus was born despite the poor surroundings and smelly animals.  The King of the 
Universe wrapped Himself as a baby.  The most beautiful God revealed Himself to few people on the day of His birth. The King of the 
Universe coming to redeem mankind from sin is the most beautiful thing we could ever imagine, yet few people saw it.  People were 
longing for the Messiah and many of them missed Him. 

I encourage you to ask the following questions:  

What is distracting you from seeing true beauty?
What do you see at the bus stops in your life?

Dialing Up the King

Translation: Our prayer needs

My prayer for you is this: Jesus open up our eyes to see your true beauty,  amen!

for Jesus to be my everything   (Acts 17:28)

eyes of purity and mind of purity (Job 31:1, Romans 12:2)

intimate time in the secret places with Jesus (Matthew 6:5-14)

Spirit-led speaking appointments, preaching in churches; challenging people to fulfill their purposes in this generation (Acts  

 13:22-23, 36)
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Hitting Homeruns in the Heavens

Translation: What God has done through your prayers

Praise… I am at 43% of my monthly support! Ô· 


