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Thank you team for faithfulness to pray, give, and encourage.  We were a mighty weapon of love and 
impact for Jesus Christ in southern Africa.  Without you who knows how the trip would have been?  

I am eternally grateful.  I missed you. 

Jesus, cover them with tears of comfort and understanding where they hurt and shouts of victory where 
there is triumph in their lives.  United by your sacrifice and resurrection we call out Amen!  

John 3:30 “He must become greater and I must become less”
John the Baptist—one of the great prophets in history—was clothed with an understanding of his role in 

preparing people for Jesus Christ the Messiah.  When his followers started to dwindle away, some going to  Jesus, John had 
the humility and wisdom to know that “He (Jesus) must become greater and I (John) must become less.”  John knew his 
role and knew that Jesus needed to become greater in order to lead the people.  John had to get out of the way.  

That was an attitude the Holy Spirit birthed in our team from the beginning.  We believed if we empowered the staff and 
people in Mozambique and South Africa to effectively do sports ministry then we would have done our job.  We also 
believed if we embraced an attitude of arrogance, pushing an inauthentic Christian agenda that we would become prideful, 
ineffective, and basically waste of your money.  We went desiring to serve, love, and create a lifetime of laborers from 
amongst our team and the people we encountered.  If we were successful in these ways then we had fulfilled our trip’s 
purpose. 

On the last day in Matula, Mozambique, which I mentioned on my blog, we were in the ghetto at night and the conditions 
to play basketball were really bad: sickness, refs, courts, lighting, fatigue, and very few people really wanted to share their 
stories or the gospel.  But my man “Melly” David Mehlhorne stepped up and shared his story with the other team and 
the crowd.  We were hoping to leave and sleep but the Spirit was working in their hearts as they asked questions.  Then 
our Mozambique volunteers started to take over and minister and ask questions.  They were all talking in Portuguese so 
we didn’t quite know what was going on but the Spirit was empowering their leadership and using them to challenge and 
empower this small community. When we were weak God made our Mozambique team strong.  We left that night confident 
that they would do a great job with the follow-up and run an effective sports ministry.   
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Also our three South Africans were really empowered and effective during our last week as their shared at school assemblies 
in Soweto and Alexandra.  They challenged the high school students to make a difference in their communities with the 
love and effectiveness of Jesus Christ. They shared their testimonies and the gospel with other college teams against and 
with which they had played.  They became burdened with the needs of the community and empowered with the belief 
and knowledge that they really can make a difference in Johannesburg by using basketball as a platform to build spiritual 
movements everywhere.    

I got out of the way as well.  My future job will be working with AIA Sportlinc to empower others to start spiritual 
movements on their campuses.  In the past when I have led similar groups, I have not seen a lot of success after I left because 
I was not empowering other leaders.  But on this trip I didn’t feel the need to be the main guy speaking all the time or to be 
the face of AIA in Africa.  My personal goal for this trip was to work myself out of a job.  This was affirmed when it became 
apparent that the guys leadership skills were in constant demand.   

As I reflect on John 3:30 I realize that as I swallow my pride and take a backseat our team is able to ‘become greater’.  

Thanks to you and the Holy Spirit, God did amazing things on this trip.  There are countless stories to tell many of which 
are on my website, and I invite you to visit to read those and to view pictures and videos here 

Ministry Stats AIA Basketball Tour July 2008
(Estimated numbers)

23 events (basketball games, orphanages, school assemblies, clinics, media)
At each event one or more of the following was shared

testimony
gospel
prayer
worship songs
challenge to transform the community combining Jesus and basketball.

In all 8,437 people in attended one of these events
5 difference TV media exposures 
3-4 million television viewers twice in Mozambique and not sure on the number of TV viewers from our interviews in South 
Africa
3 South African basketball players were equipped and empowered to help our AIA staff in South Africa to run sports ministry on 
the University of Johannesburg
Four Mozambique AIA volunteers were equipped and empowered for AIA leadership in Mozambique 
151 DVDs “Struggle and Triumph” Olympic testimonies
Distributed the following:

80 Portuguese Sports Devotional New Testament Bibles
82 Beanie Babies to orphanages
5 basketballs
200 Beyond the Ultimate Bracelets

Comment Cards
80 people to follow up with in Mozambique
65 people to follow up with in South Africa

Possibly three Lifetime laborers going back to South Africa
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Shooter, sharing his story with students at Soweto Township of 
Johannesburg, South Africa

Contact Information

New mailing address is: 26 Renaissance Woods Court, Xenia, OH  45385
Online:    www.give.ccci.org/give/060420    Email:  Taylor.Hargrove@aia.com
Personal web site:  www.taylorhargrove.wordpress.com   Phone:  (303) 960-8530
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