
As is probably true for most people, AIA has had a busy year. So I thought it might 
be interesting to revisit who or what was discussed in these newsletters and give 

you an update on where things are at today. I couldn’t get updates from everyone 
but it’s still a good reminder of who we’ve met.

I also have a bold vision and jam-packed schedule for 2009 and would like to share 
that with you.

November 2007 - Tommy Gilman
You may recall that last year many people teamed up to help Tommy, a nine year-old 

boy, fight stage 4 cancer.  I talked with Tommy’s father, Chuck, before Christmas to see how he’s doing. Tommy had a blood 
test the previous day, and it was perfect. He has two stars out of five—a ranking they do in the healing process—after only 
a year of treatment. This is good news. Tommy gets tested every four or five months. He’s gained back his weight - now 
at 96 lbs up from 39 lbs!

Tommy told his family, “I want to get certified scuba diving”. So this past Christmas they went to Kosomo, Mexico, and 
Tommy got certified!   
  
December - True Beauty at the Bus Stop
Remember Steve and his son Gordon, the 14 year-old young man with Cerebral Palsy?  I was not able to make contact with 
them in time for this newsletter but please keep them both in your prayers.

January 2008 - Interview with Zach Leighton
Zach is the baseball player “with a cannon of an arm” who I interviewed about his time in the Philippians. He is now a senior 
getting the attention of baseball scouts and needs to have a great season. He is very passionate about photography and 
looking into getting a Masters Degree in Photography at the NY Institute of Technology. He may also work for his father in 
the engineering field.  

February - Interview with Andy Womack
When we last met Andy, he was balancing faith, baseball, and love with then-fiancee, Janelle. Andy played at Wichita State 
and had some arm problems. He was hoping to get drafted to by a pro-ball team but God had other plans. Andy and Janelle 
were married in September and are involved in an awesome newly wed community at their church. They live in Wichita, 
and Andy is working in medical sales. When I asked him the highlight and hardest parts of being married he said, “I get to 
live with my best friend every day...the hardest thing is adjusting to each other’s needs, knowing what bothers them and 
sacrificing yourself for them to be at peace”. Please pray that God would open doors for ministry  and that they would find 
a house.

March - Interview with Taylor Rogers
Taylor is a junior at Tulane, and it’s his draft year. He is doing SportLinc with AIA on his campus, and I coach him weekly on 
the phone trying to reach athletes for Jesus.  

From Taylor Rogers himself, “Things are going pretty well for me, if you remember, prior to my interview with you in the 
Spring, baseball had been a struggle to that point in the season. Prayers were answered almost immediately after the 
interview was published, and I went on to have a healthy and productive spring on and off the field. The time you have 
invested into me this year has been priceless, and I hope that the seeds you have planted in my life will enable me to 
continue in my ministry on the campus of Tulane University.”

April - Interview with Josh & Melissa Vander Hey
When I called Josh to get an update he was literally driving a U-Haul from New Orleans to Radford, Virginia where he got 
a volunteer assistant baseball coach job at Division I college Radford University. We always talked about him coaching at a 
Div I level as it was one of his dreams. I am pumped! Please pray for their transition to a new community and small town 
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and for Melissa who’s interviewing for jobs in the following weeks.   

May - CO State Championship Game & Support Raising for Oregon, Ohio, South Africa & Mozambique!
No specific updates here, but what a month May was! Please keep praying for a mighty army to be raised up. Pray all the 
TJ baseball graduates of 2008 who are now freshman in college.  

June - South Africa and Mozambique AIA Basketball Tour
An awesome foundation was laid during this trip, and the next opportunity we’ll have to go to Africa is the World Cup during 
the summer of 2010.

July - Back from Africa, Becoming Less
Still awaiting updates from the guys from Africa.

August - Facing Your Fears
Me jumping out of a plane. Awesome. My current fears are not being effective in ministry, falling into complacency, loosing 
intimacy with Jesus, and settling for a wife with weak sauce vision for her life.  Those are also the things I am most 
passionate about.  

September - Re-awakening the Sleeping Beast
I spent time with Southeastern University. They have SportLinc and the baseball team is going to Dominican Republic for 
a missions trip.  

October - Investing (in family)
During October, I was put in charge for 36 hours to take care of the U’s three kids as Ed and Amy spoke at a Family Life 
retreat. Let me put the experience in baseball terms: I went from being a ‘t-baller’ parent to the minor leagues. I was 
responsible for three little lives—changing diapers, waking up at 2AM, getting the kids ready to go to church practice, etc. 
I attempted to be Super Mom and was humbled to know I’m not. I gained a new level of sympathy for parents, especially 
single parents.  

December - Visiting My Family in CA & Youth Retreat in NJ
Thank you for all your prayers for my family we had a great time and were able to see some long lost cousins and aunts.  
It was precious to see them again.  

My family is doing great. I got real solid time with them in California. My youngest sister, Robyn, is finishing her massage 
therapy license so for those of you who live in Denver she is opening up her own business and she is good!

The Korean-American Youth retreat in NJ was amazing. God really challenged these high school students to fulfill their 
purposes in their generation. There are some testimonies on my website and more to come.  God  freed some students of 
deep shame in their lives. I will be putting up all six transcripts, Power Point slides, and worksheets on my resource page if 
you want to refine them and use them.  

SCHEDULE FOR 2009
Reach/plant/grow AIA presence on over 1300 campuses
Maintain a busy travel schedule and clearly communicate prayer needs
Conduct weekly coaching calls mentoring five college students
Jan - Retreats in CA
Feb - Great Lakes,  Northeast, Wisconsin
Mar - Estes, Speaking at Churches, Support Raising, visiting friends and supporters
Apr - Back in Xenia
May - UTC in Fort Collins, CO (Ultimate Training Camp) and 2008 Video

WEEK 1 - Date: May 24 - May 31 @ Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO
WEEK 2 - Date: May 31 - Jun 7 @ Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO

Baseball Tour Jun 7-Jul 3 - Dallas and Nicaragua Baseball Tour
Jun 7 - Arrive in Dallas
Jun 8-12 - Training Camp
Jun 13-Jul 1 - Nicaragua

Jul -  CCC conference in Fort Collins, CO (Campus Crusade for Christ)
Aug - Fall 2009 college semester begins launching AIA SportLinc ministries on college campus across the U.S.   
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http://utc.aia.com/index.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4eF2UP-CYs


FIRST QUARTER 2009 RETREATS
I will be travelling to AIA regional retreats to meet students and cultivate more SportLinc (student-led AIA movements on 
campuses). Pray for divine connections and that I would capture stories of what God is doing in athletes’ lives. Here is my 
schedule:  

Jan 23-25 - Pacific Southwest @ CA and AZ
Jan 30- Feb 2 Northern CA Winter Retreat 
Jan 31 - AIA Super Bowl Breakfast 2009 http://www.superbowlbreakfast.com/
Feb 6-8 - Great Lakes  Xenia, OH AIA Headquarters
Feb 13-15 - Northeast @ Stroudsburg, PA
Feb 20-22 - Upper Midwest @ Kalahari Resort, Wisconsin Dells
Mar 6-8 - Great Plains Estes Park, CO

If you know of college athletes please send them to AIA.com, click on winter retreats for locations and contact 
information.

For info about winter retreats and conferences sponsored by Campus Crusade for Christ go to http://godsquad.com/.

Personal Prayer Requests
teachable heart
listening in love while meeting new people
speaking truth when needed
serving others
empowering others to tackle injustices in the world

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

The formatting & editing were done by Sammy Strayer Designs @ www.StrayerDesigns.com

Contact Information
including a link to pictures, videos, and blog entries on Taylor’s web site

* new phone number!
Mailing address is: 26 Renaissance Woods Court, Xenia, OH  45385
Donate online:   www.give.ccci.org/give/060420    Email:  Taylor.Hargrove@aia.com
Personal web site:  www.taylorhargrove.wordpress.com           * Phone: (937) 430-8893
Sportlinc web site: http://sportlinc.aia.com 

Taylor (left) and most of the students from BYG
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