
More than getting out of the cold Ohio 
weather I was excited to come to 

southern CA to capture the God stories 
of college athletes out at the AIA winter 
retreat in Oceanside. Last weekend (Jan 
23-25) was a three-day retreat where 50-
80 Div I athletes from UCLA, SDSU, USC, 
Cal Poly, UC Davis, Cal State Fullerton, 
and UC Irvine met to have camaraderie 

with other Christian athletes, to be challenged in their daily 
walk with Jesus and to use their influence of sports to reach 
their teammates, coaches, campus, and  community.  

My sister, Alysen, works with the Mountain Sports Network 
(a college sports television network of Comcast covering the 
Mtn. Conference). She flew in from CO, set up a studio, and 
we began the magic of asking athletes to share the wonders 
of Jesus in their life. We got 
to hear stories such as: how 
God and sports unite on the 
field in athletes’ lives;  how 
a recently married couple 
met; how a highly recruited 
NFL draft pick takes on 
competition; overcoming 
pornography; overcoming 
injuries; finding identity in 
Christ versus performance 
on the field; why AIA is 
needed on a particular 
campus; and a young UCLA 
track woman’s journey from 
Sudan to UC Irvine. My role 
was to ask questions and listen to the amazing things that 
God had done in their lives. We were able to hear deep parts 
of who they are and how Jesus has come in to provide love, 
hope, and truth where they needed it most. Afterwards, we 
prayed for the athletes and thanked them for their stories.  

Scott Mottice, my new boss (Director of SportLinc) and I flew 
out to network with students who are on college campuses 
with no AIA staff or any other ministry to help them in their 
walk with Jesus.  Sportlinc launches athletic movements 
on campuses where students want to start AIA. We were 
able to meet with students attending UC Davis, Cal Poly, 

and Cal State Fullerton. What an encouraging time to see 
student athletes who are hungry for the  presence of the 
Holy Spirit in their athletic department and willing to step 
up to lead the charge! We were encouraged to meet people 
from UC Davis who have a well-established student-run 
AIA with approximately 40 people per week attending their 
meetings and two major community outreaches one which 
included leading the whole athletic department in feeding 
the homeless during Thanksgiving. I am honored to say that 
I have a small part in praying for their campus and meeting 
weekly with their AIA president over Skype (Voice/Video over 
the Internet) encouraging and challenging him to develop 
and empower his leadership team.  

After the retreat Scott and I met two track athletes from 
Cal State Fullerton who want SportLinc’s help to launch AIA 
on their campus. They submitted their applications the very 

next day and are passionate 
about seeing Jesus change 
their teammates and fellow 
athletes. (See video on my 
site). I was also able to visit 
several baseball players who 
played for me with AIA in 
the Texas College league in 
2006-07.

PRAYER REQUESTS
In the midst of all the 
traveling that I will listen 
clearly to the voice of the 
Holy Spirit as I encounter 

many people (John 5:19)
For quick obedience to God, and the leaders that he has 
placed in authority over me
For purity in my heart and mind (Matthew 5:8 “Blessed 
are the pure in heart for they will see God” Romans 
12:1, Philippians 4:8) 
Videos - please pray for several things with their 
stories: (1) they will be edited to get on our website so 
you can be blown away by what God is doing in their 
lives and (2) the stories will be aired on the Mountain 
Sports network and will touch others deeply with the 
power of Jesus in sports and bring a wave of revival in 
that conference
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The formatting & editing were done by Sammy Strayer Designs @ www.StrayerDesigns.com

Contact Information
including a link to pictures, videos, and blog entries on Taylor’s web site

* new phone number!
Mailing address is: 26 Renaissance Woods Court, Xenia, OH  45385
Donate online:   www.give.ccci.org/give/060420    Email:  Taylor.Hargrove@aia.com
Personal web site:  www.taylorhargrove.wordpress.com           * Phone: (937) 430-8893
Sportlinc web site: http://sportlinc.aia.com 

Ca
l S

ta
te

 F
ul

le
rt

on
  

  Track & Fielders, Jazzm
enn &

 Andrew

SoCal Retreat Group

www.give.ccci.org/give/060420
www.taylorhargrove.wordpress.com
http://sportlinc.aia.com

