
Dear Friends, Family & Supporters, 
 
 “Toy Story 3” Wow! I just saw 
this movie mid-November with some 
friends and it was an awesome movie!  
More importantly God really used this 
movie to help my soul mourn things that I 

was really unaware of.  Psalm 42:5 says, “Why are you 
cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil 
within me?”  As I watched this exciting movie where 
Andy, who is all 
grown up and ready 
to go off to college, 
has to decide what 
to do with his toys. 
They have literally 
come to life and had 
so many memories 
for him even though 
he doesn’t play with 
them anymore.  He 
is faced with a 
choice of letting go, 
or holding on.  Also 
the toys are faced 
with a choice as the 
seasons of their life 
change; are they 
going let go of Andy 
who gets all their loyalty 
and love?   

As the story unfolds memories and feeling in-
side of me were brought to the surface.  God usually 
uses movies to speak to my heart, the power of stories 
are exactly what Jesus used to grab his audiences atten-
tion when he spoke to them in parables, which are sto-
ries teaching principles about his kingdom.  Even 
though this movie is not from the Word of God, our 
Living God started to use it as a springboard to show me 
that there is grieving beneath the surface of my heart 
that was in turmoil, that was downcast in my soul.  Mat-
thew 5:6 says, “Blessed are those who mourn for they 
shall be comforted.”   The scene of Andy packing every-
thing up and going to college really flashed some 
memories in my mind of when {I went off to college 
from Denver to NY.  It was a complete break from my 
family seeing them once or twice year.  I remembered 
standing in the airport with my family and my close 
friend John Amschel.  As they called my row for the 

airplane, tears came running down all our cheeks.  I was 
leaving; we were forced to let go.}  Later that night after 
the movie as I lay in my bed the memories came back 
and the feelings rose to the top.  I started to wail deep 
from my gut.  I started to mourn the loss of time missed 
with my family, as more memories continued I realized 
that as I have followed Christ I have missed out on a lot 
of important moments for my family and  friends.  As I 
was crying the thoughts and feelings of the lose of miss-
ing those moments became a cry to Jesus,  “But Jesus I 

would do it all 
again for you, you 
are worth it, even 
though I value my 
family and friends 
extremely.” In 
Mark 10:28 -30 Peter 
began to say to 
him, "See, we 
have left every-
thing and followed 
you."  Jesus said, 
"Truly, I say to 
you, there is no 
one who has left 
house or brothers 
or sisters or 
mother or father or 

children or lands, for my 
sake and for the gospel, 

who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, 
houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children 
and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come 
eternal life.”  My cry was, “Jesus I love you” and his 
word promises me and us that that doesn’t go unseen.  
My prayer-cry turned into, “Jesus will you have mercy 
on all those who I deeply care about my Mom and Dad, 
sisters and their loved ones?”  Will you grant them a 
vibrant faith with you?   

I tell you all this because I know from many 
experiences and scriptures that grieving and rejoicing 
seasons of our lives allow us to move on.  It allows our 
soul to express truth of how it feels.  I felt loss, but then 
with the Holy Spirit he provides comfort and perspec-
tive.   

I also am turning 30 years old on April 13.  In 
my development on Thursdays with AIA I have had to 
do a timeline of my life of both good and bad events 
rejoicing over the life that God has granted me and how 
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all those events have shaped who I 
am with my strengths and weak-
nesses.  It really has allowed me to 
look back at these thirty years and 
mourn because of the good and the 
bad.  And God’s Word promises 
their will be comfort as we grieve 
the seasons of life.  The morning of 
seasons in our life allow our heart 

the capacity to embrace the future seasons with a full 
healthy heart and perspective instead of a wounded soul 
in turmoil.  What  season of life is the Holy Spirit stiring 
in you to mourn?  Give Jesus permission to go the deep 
places of your heart to show you like the Psalmist in 
42:5 so that you can “HOPE IN GOD and Yet AGAIN 
PRAISE HIIM!” Holy Spirit I pray that you will con-
tinue to keep my soul in line with the truth of feelings, 
loss, joy and redemption.  Will you go to the deep places 
of our hearts and allow us to remember loss and gain, 
mourn it and bring comfort to our souls with truth and 
the ability to embrace your future seasons for us.   

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 “For everything there is a 
season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time 
to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time 
to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a time to 
heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; a 
time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and 
a time to dance; a time to cast away stones, and a time to 
gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to 
refrain from embracing; a time to seek, and a time to 
lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; a time to 
tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a 
time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time 
for war, and a time for peace.”   

Maybe you need to put on that old beetles song 
and grab a journal and remember the noble and heart 
wrenching seasons of life.  With the birth of Jesus com-
ing up on Dec. 25th you might need to write out how 
this year has gone, how you have seen Him come 
through for you and write thanks to him. Then write out 
where you feel you have lost or He didn’t show up.  
Maybe this year you have lost loved ones and won’t be 
with them for Christmas or you have gained a new pre-
cious one in the family and things are just a little differ-
ent.  Whatever seasons mean to you, invite Jesus in and 
ask him to help your soul work through the old seasons 
and embrace the new so you can fully live in the “now” 
and love Jesus with all your heart soul, mind and 
strength.   

With transitions going on I wanted to let you 
know that I am leaving a season of evaluation and enter-
ing into a season of full-time Athletes in Action minis-

try again!  On November 16th I was evaluated and we 
gave thanks to Jesus for his mercy and victory in my 
life.  I cannot thank him enough or you enough for being 
the body of Christ to me in my time of pride, rebellion 
and sin.  He has shown me what it is to have a crown of 
MERCY placed on my head  and redeem me from the 
pit.  (Psalm 103:4)  So I want to publically thank Jesus 
and also ask for all your forgiveness for not walking in a 
proper fear of the Lord while representing Jesus and you 
all in the past as you have prayed and supported me fi-
nancially.  I am honored to be on the frontlines for the 
Kingdom of God and realize now that it is not my right 
but an extreme privilege.  

 MY NEEDS   
I will be going to El Paso, TX for my grand-

mothers 80th birthday and spending time with family.  
Then coming home for the month of January to visit 
friends, churches, supporters and raise the remaining 
monthly support I will need to return to full-time staff.  I 
should have financial access to my account by mid-
December in which many of you have been faithfully 
giving;  retaining about 50% of our monthly support.  
We will need to get to 100% in order for me to report to 
my assignment again.  So, I want to ask you all to con-
sider several things.  1)  If you are a faithful supporter 
would you consider inviting 5-10 friends and hosting a 
dinner for me.  After I would give a ministry presenta-
tion to ask them to join this team.  2) If you had stopped 
giving and want to return consider rejoining the team. 3)  
If you are giving consider increasing $25-$50 a month.    
4)  Think of others that would join this team.  5) Con-
tacting your church and letting them know a little about  
who I am and getting me an opportunity to preach in the 
service or speak at a missions conference or to a mis-
sions board.  6)  Any other crazy creative ideas you 
might have to help.  7)  Lending me a vehicle while I am 
in Colorado for probably at least one month.   

I AM THANKFUL FOR...  
1) Opportunities to serve at our AIA Sports 

Complex in Xenia, OH  on Tuesday and Friday nights. 
2) The testimony that Jesus has kept in me with 

sexual purity and how he is using that in our community 
with AIA and the church I go to AHOP.   3) The many 
service opportunities I have had from serving at a 
Homeless Church, and baseball clinics. 

4) The way Jesus has pro-
vided financially for me to substitute 
teach primarily at the local middle and 
high school’s.  

5) The Cleansing Blood of 
Jesus Christ on the cross for all of us.   
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