
I recently interviewed Jer-

emy McChesney, graduate of the Uni-

versity of California at Davis (UC Davis) 

in 09’.  Jeremy was a starting pitcher for 

a Division I baseball program in whom 

God used his influence in Sports to make 

a difference on his campus and his team-

mates lives for Jesus.  Jeremy and I met weekly via 

Skype for the 08’-09’ school year through a student 

led branch of Athletes in Action 

(AIA), called Sportlinc. Sportlinc ex-

ists to help student-athletes as they 

trust God to have an impact in their 

athletic departments and on their cam-

puses. 

 Not only do we at AIA want 

to equip athletes to share their faith 

through sports but to walk with God 

for a lifetime.  How did God use his 

experience with AIA to prepare him 

for life after the cleats ?   

 After the cleats ….Jesus used 

AIA to create a foundation.  It is the 

real world now!  After school, after 

baseball, I quickly transitioned into 

the business world I  have discovered 

how the Lord gives favor.  Because of the favor in the 

work place I am a financial advisor with Wells Fargo.  

I mostly work with people close to retirement or cur-

rently retired.  I was astonished how someone who is 

retired can dump all their lifesavings into the hands 

of a 24 year old!  I pray over all my accounts and ask 

God to bless all the accounts that I advise;  Not be-

cause I want them to have a lot of money but  be-

cause I want to see his kingdom advance through 

what I am doing.  I want to influence people for Je-

sus!  Business is great, people are able to trust me, I 

attribute that to the Lord’s grace in my life.  I am 

grateful for his favor  and responsibility. 

 My job is very demanding with a minimum 

of 50 hrs. a week.  I love it because of the opportunity 

to build relationships with people.  I am thankful to 

the Lord to be in such a place.  I love creativity, rela-

tionships and strategy which are all incorporated in 

my job.  I believe Jesus has me in a place where hon-

esty is not the number one priority in this industry; 

And for me to be a person that people are able to trust 

is awesome, it is a great opportunity!  He has me here 

to influence his kingdom and to do it in a way dem-

onstrating the Lord’s Spirit and power not in human 

wisdom.  (Jeremy began to read me this passage and 

break it down over the phone to me...1 Cor. 2:1-5 
“and I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come 

proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty 
speech or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing 

among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 

And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much 

trembling,  and my speech and my mes-

sage were not in plausible words of 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the 

Spirit and of power, that your faith 

might not rest in the wisdom of men but 
in the power of God.”  If I had a 

“motto” it would be “to be addicted to 

God’s voice!”   

 Talk to me about how you got 

involved with AIA  and how Jesus used 

our time together to impact you and 

your campus at UC Davis.   

 During the summer of my 

sophomore year, not too long after I 

had Tommy John surgery, I spent most 

of my time in rehab and in the weight 

room.  While working out one day, I 

met a fellow athlete who was apart of AIA on cam-

pus.  He invited me to check out AIA when school 

was back in session.  I was never the “join a club or 

fraternity type of guy,” but after AIA that same friend 

invited me to a game night they were having.  I went, 

and it totally I thought, “This is the most unreal, most 

fun thing I have ever been a part of… how can they 

do this without getting hammered?  I thought I was 

the only one who believed in Christ.” Soon after I 

helped lead worship and got plugged into leadership.  

The Community was unreal…they were exposed to 

all the same things I was on my team.  From them I 

learned not to outcast yourself, to be in the world but 

not of the world.     

 Going into senior summer I played for AIA 

Baseball in Alaska It was an amazing experience, to 

be a part of an organization to share your testimony 

with other teams.  Some of my Davis teammates 

played for the other teams.  Chris Beck (AIA Staff 

and GM of the Alaska Baseball Team) introduced me 

to Sportlinc.   

 Sportlinc…God used you to help me in terms 
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of accountability.  In being a true coach 

whether it was bringing ideas or encouraging 

me.  The thing that I really learned the most 

was, “The best leaders learn to replace themselves,”  I 

concentrated on that entire year.  My leadership grew 

that way…but when I graduated, I 

wasn’t confident in the job I did of 

grooming new leaders, but some of 

the guys I did try to encourage now 

stepped up after a couple years.  

 Now they are thriving like 

100 people every week. It is very 

difficult to find leaders to raise up, 

it takes time, but it is necessary.  

 AIA has been at UC Davis 

since around the Mid-90’s I am 

thankful to have been a part of it 

and for God to use me to keep the 

legacy going of reaching athletes 

and those we influence for Jesus.  A 

highlight of AIA on UC Davis 

Campus for me actually started as 

an AIA outreach the year before I got there.  The 

UCDAthletic Department does a Thanksgiving for 

about 100  homeless every year with about 100-200 

athletes participating.  AIA provides about twenty-

five turkeys and all the athletes serve the homeless 

together.  The Athletic Department kind of adopted it 

from us.  Now they expect it every year!  It is a min-

istry by being a part of a community of one.     

 One point I want to make about Sportlinc.  

An issue I have had, more than with authority, is 

“trusting” authority.  I felt from the beginning of our 

coach/student relationship that I was able to trust you 

100% .  That was huge for me, as a coach.  I still 

struggle with that at church. I can’t find a pastor that I 

trust.  Your intention behind it in my mind was you 

are helping me make AIA the best it can be but you 

also took the time to invest in me as an individual.  

To me that was huge, the relationship, the care…You 

were so true to who you were, you never tried to im-

press; you never tried to direct and command but en-

courage and allow me to do what is best.  It was simi-

lar for me when you would pray for me on the 

phone…it was uncomfortable at first then it became 

an expectation and I loved it.  It was his love poured 

out from you into me and into AIA.  I hadn’t experi-

enced that in my life except a few times.    

 I think Jesus creates divine relationship to 

show us his design to how we are to be in relation-

ship with him.  He teaches us ultimately to be 

in his presence and that is what he created us 

for.  Jesus allows real life mentorship to takes 

place, it is divine life flowing through relationship. 

 How can we pray for you? 

 Finding community has 

been the most difficult thing for me 

after the cleats have been hung.  I 

call some people but proximity has 

been hard.  In his time he will con-

nect me with those divine relation-

ships that I am currently lack.    

 I feel like I have been given 

a gift of unique ability to under-

stand, which is wisdom.  But some-

times I fell I live a life where I tend 

to speak using human wisdom rather 

than living a life that solely demon-

strates the power of God.  I want to 

be living a life where your words are 

not what people hear but what they 

really hear is my life that demon-

strates the love of Jesus;  Where people’s faith does-

n’t rely on the wisdom of men but only on the power 

of God. (1 Cor. 2:1-8)   

 I AM THANKFUL FOR…  

• 30 years of life from Jesus, April 13th was my 

Birthday! • Being fully supported financially and re-

turning to fulltime ministry with AIA here in Xenia, 

OH • Opportunities to serve with my AIA family 

right when I got back with some 

flood relieve from different AIA 

Staff homes and Homeless Minis-

try • The ministry opportunities our 

Sports Complex team will have the 

rest of this year! •Jesus Death, Res-

urrection, Ascension and filling of 

his Holy Spirit for us all!  

 

Prayer Needs... 

•To walk with Jesus, being word 

saturated, worship-filled and others 

focused  •To be a blessing to the Sports Complex 

Team and people we minster to • To mentor some 

guys this summer •Purity in thought, word and deeds. 

• Seminary Class this summer • May 5th AIA hosts 

“Night of Champions” Jim Kelly, Frank Reich, Kim 

Anthony visit www.aianightofchampions.com 
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