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 Cal Berkeley AIA Lead-
ership Retreat was awe-
some at the end of Janu-
ary considering I was just 
in Anaheim two weeks 
before; I have been  grate-
ful for California weather 
in January; More impor-
tantly what Jesus is doing!  

Scott, Andrew and I (half of Team Sportlinc) flew out to 
encourage and empower this already awesome student 
leadership team and to encourage them to use the wis-
dom of two current CRU staff members on their team.  
We cast vision of what AIA is about and went through 
some of the basics of ministry such as discipleship and 
evangelism to help them re- 
align with our ministry.  I 
lead how to have a quite time 
by teaching them the impor-
tance of intimacy with Jesus 
by getting alone and pray- 
reading God’s word.  We 
went through Psalm 23 and 
it was really powerful then I 
had them spend 15 minutes 
on their own meditating on 
Scripture and listening to the 
Holy Spirit.  I also got to 
help lead our team building 
activity which involved noo-
dles from a swimming pool, tongs, balls and a bucket.  It 
was an evangelism challenge and it went really well.  (Top 
right) I am in a Cal Swim and Dive shirt  in which they 
gave me.  I guess Cal won the NCAA national champion-
ship in swimming last year.  The nice thing is I didn’t 
know and treated them normally.     
 I loved going as a team, we worked very well to-
gether.  Scott our boss had to fly to Boston so Andrew 
and I stayed to continue work in 
Northern Cali at Berkeley, UC 
Davis and way up in Redding, CA 
at Shasta Jr. College This Concept 
of doing ministry in teams is not 
foreign at all, Luke 10:1-2 “After 
this the Lord appointed seventy-
two  others and sent them on 
ahead of him, two by two, into 
every town and place where he 
himself was about to go.  And he 

said to them, “The harvest 
is plentiful, but the labor-
ers are few. Therefore 
pray earnestly to the Lord 
of the harvest to send out 
laborers into his harvest.”  
The power of Andrew and 
I working together was 
crazy check this out…
 The movement of 
the Spirit’s power continued as we traveled to Muir 
Woods National Park to get away in to nature before we 
spoke at the Cal Athletes in Action large group meeting 
later that evening. The Redwoods were absolutely amaz-
ing to see, but it is our creator who made them. We got 

to introduce someone in this 
beautiful creation to the creator.   
In our time walking through the 
park we came upon two guys 
having a snack.  It turns out that 
one of the guys, Jose, was a 
sponsor and the other, Mario, 
was a recovering drug addict. 
After we engaged them further 
they asked us about what we 
were doing in California and 
that was a gateway into a spiri-
tual conversation. Andrew and I 
walked them through the gospel 
and God led in our conversation 

each step of the way.  Andrew took a step of boldness 
and spoke to Jose and challenged him to respond to the 
Lord right there in the park. Jose looked at both Andrew 
and I and raised his fists in to the air and shouted, “I 
WANT WHAT YOU GUYS HAVE!”   
 It was absolutely incredible to witness this mo-
ment.  Jose asked us to pray for Him to receive Christ as 
his Savior right there in he park!    I told Jose that when 

you are born again, when the Spirit 
is inside, you all the angels rejoice at 
just one sinner repenting and that 
his name was written in the Lambs 
book of life.  I told him I was going 
to join the party in heaven and 
busted out with one of my crazy 
loud shouts of joy in the middle of 
that beautiful forest of Redwood 
trees! It was like my shout trans-
ferred into him joy as he looked like       

Taylor. Jose, Mario &, Andrew 



Eddie Young and I at 

a Might Ducks Game 

in Anaheim a month 

ago.  Discipleship, 

food and fun!   

a baby with wide eyes and joy!.  Thank you Jesus! Since that time An-
drew has been able to get Jose materials so he can grow on his journey 
of faith and we are praying he will lead Mario to Jesus.   
 This time in the woods with Andrew and much of our journey 
was so encouraging to me because each of us were using our gifts, I 
am more of a preacher/shepherd and Andrew is gifted in evangelism.  
It was great to see new life right in front of our eyes.  Not to mention 
early that day Andrew was privilege to take one of the South African 

swimmers through the gospel and he too accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and savior!  Lots of 
parties going on!  I also spent valuable time with former Sportlincer Jeremy McChesney!   
 Shasta College was amazing to meet and encourage Jason Kelly our Sportlinc Rep and 
Baruch Humbolt one of his leaders.  I got to preach at the weekly meeting (pictured top left) 
on being a Spiritual World 
Record Breaker.  We then 
took them to dinner and 
casted more vision for the 
campus and then hit up an awesome worship 
night at Bethel Church in Redding.  Many pro-
phetic words were spoken over us and encour-
aged us as we had been pour- ing out all week.  It 
was nice to get filled back up.    
 Andrew and I then flew back to Xenia to 
our AIA Headquarters for one of our eight winter 
retreats for College students around the country!  
We were able to meet up with some Sportlinc stu-
dents, be in attendance of the weekend sessions and 
film seven more athletes for our everyathlete.com 
which we hope to revamp!   

 After some much needed rest, many of 

our staff made the two hour trek to help serve at our annual super bowl breakfast.  This was my first time being in 

attendance.  It was amazing to see the quality of NFL players with godly character who were apart of this.  Over 

2000 people in attendance for an amazing two hour show with London Fletcher of the Washington Redskins win-

ning the Bart Starr Award.            

  For those of you who don’t know Bart Starr is a very godly man and happens to be a Hall of Fame 

Quarterback who played for the Green Bay Packers.  Bart and his wife, Cherry shared their romance story with the 

audience as they were high school sweet hearts.  I failed to mention I was Bart Starr’s VIP escort and got so spend 

some quality time with him.  I almost felt like his body guard as many people wanted his autograph .  He turned 

away no one!  Bart and Cherry Starr gave me some godly wisdom 

and seemed to handle fame in a very Godly way.   

     Jesus we pray for godly men and woman of 

         high status in the worlds eyes to keep their eyes 

        on Jesus and learn from how he dealt with fame.  We also      

        pray for all who read this to be encouraged  by how you      

       are moving in the world!  Thank you for all who are apart      

       of this team and the honor to serve you.       

 In Jesus name,         

   Taylor  

Super bowl Breakfast hosting over 2000 people in which the gos-

pel of Jesus was clearly presented! 

Testimony at AIA Cal Berkeley  

Body guard Taylor Hargrove for Bart Starr during his 

interviews...I really just got to listen, learn and set up 

pictures :)  
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