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John 17:23 “I am in them and you are in me. May they experience 
such perfect unity that the world will know that you sent me and 
that you love them as much as you love me.”   

 

Jesus is so awesome ! We were 
able to finish strong and stay 
united the whole summer, as a 
staff and baseball team.  These 
college baseball guys truly loved 
Jesus, each other, and other peo-
ple.   
 For those of you who 
received the prayer calendar and 
were faithful to pray every day, 
or even every once in a while, I am so grateful!  There 
were many times where I was weak and our leadership 
was weak and yet Jesus provided.  I know that is because 
of praying saints like you and I just wanted to say thank 
you!      

 Here are some highlights I saw 
from the summer:  Our guys were a bunch 
of servants. I have never had a team that 
was so good at serving. From baseball 
camps, to playing cards with the elderly,  
to planting rose bushes in the city... we 
served with joy.  The nice thing is, we won 
every time we served! 

 Secondly, our season 
consisted of forty games in 
eight weeks. In those 40 
games we were 16 and 24 
and we lost 10 “one-run” 
games. It was hard as a team 
because we were very tal-
ented.  We had a good hit-

ting team with a good pitching staff. However, we just 
could not get the big hit and at times played very weak 
defense.  We won 5 out of our last 7 games.  Once the 
guys knew they were not in the playoffs, the pressure 
was off and they started playing more freely.  Many guys 
wrestled with the con-
cept of  what we call 
playing for an Audience 
of One (AO1);  Playing 
as if Jesus was the only 
one in the stands and 
playing with all you have 
because of what He did 
on the cross for you. 
 Two guys from our team committed their life to 

Jesus Christ!   Three guys got bap-
tized on the field after a game, in 
which I was honored to help with.   

  
We 
served at Rock the Lakes 
(Rochester, NY outreach)  
which was put on by Franklin 
Graham. We were able to be 
part of the beautification pro-
ject in Rochester early in June. 
This was a huge blessing and, 
for many of our guys, eye-
opening to serve with locals 

ministries in the inner-city.
 A great experience for 
our guys was at our camps, be-
cause they were able to practice 
sharing their testimony (story) 
and the Gospel (good news).  

We served with an 
organization called 
Challenger Baseball, 
that consists of adults 
who have special 
needs and they play 
baseball and have fun.  
  

 We also went to Ronald McDonald House (A 
place for parents to stay next to the hospital when their 
children have intense medical needs). We toured the 
house and then did some landscaping to help their staff 
and volunteers.  They were very grateful to have thirty 
strong young men to move things, pull weeds, and clean 
cars!      
 We partnered with 
Fellowship of Christian Ath-
letes (FCA )in reaching the 
teams in our league.  We are 
grateful in partnering to-
gether because it was a beau-
tiful picture of unity  in His 
body, between AIA & FCA.   
   We also had Bible studies five or six days a week  
with 3-5 different chaplains, all of whom did an amazing 
job.  I taught on the AO1 principal, being filled with the 
Holy Spirit, Spiritual Disciplines and exposing and 
showing the danger of pride.    



     We praise 
Jesus for our 
partnerships 
with the Web-
ster Recreation 
Center and 
with Webster 
Bible Church, 
who really 
helped us get 
involved in the community and take care of many of the 
needs. 
 Unfortunately, we were planning on playing in a 
prison, but the event got rained out. Instead, we ended 
up doing another baseball clinic for kids in Webster. 

The parents were amazed by how 
inexpensive our clinic was, compared 
to the invaluable return it brought to 
their children. I am very proud to 
have coached this team!  
 We are thankful for all the 

families that hosted our guys.  Both the players and 
families developed a genuine bond for one another.  It 
is crazy what happens when people open up their 
homes and serve.   
 Our (Chris Rainwater, Brady James & I) host 

dad, David Welker, opened 
up his house for us to stay 
the summer. That was a 
huge blessing! Dave is a very 
generous man, who also 
works for a minor league 
club, so he understood our 
schedules. We had a great 
family, together, for the 

summer. Dave is even letting me stay for a couple extra 
weeks! (Thanks Dave!)   
 We were able to make disciples of 25 men all 
summer long, share the gospel and player’s testimonies 
with over 125 college baseball players and coaches. Sev-
eral gave their life to Christ and many expressed interest 
in learning more about Jesus. We also shared the truth 
through camps and service projects with over 300 peo-
ple.   
 One of the coolest 
highlights is having one of 
my high school students 
that I coached in Denver, 
who was drafted by the 
Phillies in June, on the team. 

Brennan Henry (Bubba) who 
came out in July for a month, 
is really starting to dig into 
God's word and trying to un-
derstand Jesus’ love and plan 
for his life.  Bubba, Asa 
(another player), and I were able to begin studying the 
book of John during our van rides. It was so awesome 
to see Bubba come to the Bible with such innocence, as 
he had no knowledge at all about the stories and a hun-
ger to learn.  What a special treat from Jesus.   
 Finally, I want to introduce to you a very special 

friend of mine, Carin Erbland.  We 
met in February and have inten-
tionally  been getting to know one 
another.  She has been an amazing 
prayer warrior  and encourager for 
me, as I felt my leadership 
strengthened with her here to sup-
port me.  Pray for us as we push 
each other to the cross. 
   I am so 
overwhelmingly thankful to Jesus 

that He writes good stories. This is the first time I was 
able to serve in baseball leadership since 2009 . I was 
able to serve with both Chris Rainwater and Carin.  Not 
to mention, having the awesome support of the com-
munity around us. I am very, very thankful for your 
prayers and your support financially, emotionally, and  
spiritually.  As you invest in me, I have done my best to 
be poured out like a drink offering and invest in young 
men's lives.   
 
 I pray that you would know that Jesus is the true vine 
and His father is the vine dresser.  When branches in your life are 
broken off, not to hate Him. Trust that those branches are not 
producing fruit, so He has to throw them away. And if the 
branches that you really like are taken away, remember, that He's 
a good vinedresser and He wants to prune the areas in your life so 
that they can bear more fruit for Him. And we are sure in scrip-
ture that we are His disciples, if we bear much fruit. So, if Jesus is 
pruning areas in your life or cutting them away, remember that He 
is a good vinedresser !  He is helping prune you and take away 
unhealthy branches so that you can bear more fruit.   Thank you 
for helping me bear fruit and walking with me in this journey in 
Jesus name.   
      ~Taylor 
 
P.S.  I have a youth retreat I am preaching at as you re-
ceive this, pray Psalm 139 over the students.   
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I am thankful for… 
 
Halleluiah the lamb has loved me!  Jesus you accept us as your 
children!  Grant us childlike faith to trust you and to live life with 
the joy that you give children.  Help us to welcome, love and preach 
the gospel to children.  Would you grant new birth in countries all 
around the world spiritually that your children would increase and 
grow.  Open our eyes to see what you are doing around the world 
and help us to work in the good works that you have prepared for 
us.     In Jesus name.     
      -Taylor 

 

 

 

 


