
“What is that picture doing on a newsletter?   Really Taylor?  Really?  Monsters Univer-

sity?  Two years ago you gave us Toy Story 3 as a way Jesus was ministering to your heart and 

now another animated movie?”  YEP you betcha!  I just saw this movie with some of our Ath-

letes in Action Rochester Ridgemen college baseball team in upstate NY and I really think the 

main character in the movie, Mike Wazowski has some qualities that Jesus has been teaching 

me about.  This young monster wanted more than anything to be part of something bigger than 

himself.  For him to be scary in the monster’s world was ultimate monsterhood, equivalent to 

being a professional athlete in our world.  Mike was a diligent student; Mike did everything he 

needed to do to get into the right university to pursue his goals.  

He was focused; his mind was set on one thing!  Mike studied  

when everyone else partied, Mike did everything he could to put 

himself in a position to meet his goals.  However everyone else 

knew that Mike didn’t have what it took to be scary, he just was-

n’t.  No matter how hard he tried.   

However, Mike Wazowski had something that the other 

monsters did not.  Mike was resil- ient, he was persistent and he 

found a way when no one else be- lieved in him to make things 

happen.  In the movie his persis- tence becomes a source of his 

success.  Mike is what I call a Grinder!   

Dictionary.com gives several descriptions of the word.  Here are a few that I want to 

use.   “A grinder to wear, smooth or sharpen by abrasion or friction; to rub harshly.  To be pol-

ished or sharpened by friction.  To work or study laboriously,  an excessively diligent student.   

In baseball a grinder is a guy who goes hard every day, who brings the same level of 

intensity no matter the day, the score or the obstacle.  His grind usually produces results that 

many others cannot get.  His uniform is dirty all the time, his work ethic is almost unmatched 

and he has nothing but respect from his peers, fans and opponents.  Some examples of grinders 

I can think of are Lenny Dykstra, Cal Ripken Jr., Dustin Pedroia, David Eckstein, Derek Jeter, 

Mike Trout,  and Bryce Harper. 

From early on in June during our team building times, I noticed something different 

about our team.  Our Rochester Ridgemen, whose make up consists of college baseball players 

in the New York College Baseball League (NYCBL).  They completed the team building activi-

ties faster and more creative than most groups I have worked with, thinking outside the box as 

to how to most effectively complete tasks while working together.   

We have been in 8 one run games and lost 7.  We are not winning but I would like to 

classify them as Grinders.  It does say something to me that every game we have been in, they 

compete and they go after it with the hope and determination to come back, much like Mike 

Wazowski from the movie, Monster’s University.   

We have 40 games in about 40 days and these guys have traits of the Energizer Bunny 

who keep “Going and Going and Going”, if you remember the old slogan from the commercial.  

These guys, these Rochester Ridgemen who I think represent our logo well, (a bearded burly 

guy swinging a wood log as a baseball bat) are the first team to rep this logo and I think it is 

part of their identity.  These Ridgemen, these Grinders have:  done 

clinics with young kids teaching them the game of 

baseball while inviting those same kids into the story 

that Jesus is writing in their life, they have shared the 

gospel with 23college teams consisting of around 75 

listeners (7 teams to go),  shared the gospel with teen-
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age players as well as tips for get-

ting recruited in college, they have 

served during vacation bible 

schools, adapted to a very rainy 

season and are learning to be men 

of  faith, men who grind out the 

spiritual life.   

I am learning and am being chal-

lenged to be a grinder as a leader.  I was a grinder as a player, 

and as a student, but I am not sure I am as a leader, I feel more like a sprinter, an old sprinter 

who has lost a step and if I don’t learn how to be a grinder as a leader and a grinder in my faith 

then I am in deep trouble.  Jesus is exposing that I don’t have what it takes to grind, which is 

great because I know whom I will get the ability from, Him!   

Think about the sages in the faith who have gone through trials in their life.  The Mike 

Wazowski’s of faith in your life who never gave up on you or who you watched fight when no 

one else would.  I want to be one of those saints… A Grinder in the faith, I want to help produce 

men who will grind to the last day of their life, who eat, sleep and breath their calling and push 

others to fulfill their purpose in their generation!  I think our American culture doesn’t breed 

grinders anymore.  We produce quick fast-food, one click famous people who fade like a flower, 

beautiful for a moment and then wilt.  What am I to do? What are we to do? 

Jesus spoke of a grinder in the faith in Luke 18:1-8   who has become known as the 

“Persistent Widow.”“And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and 

not lose heart.  He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor re-

spected man. And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me 

justice against my adversary.’  For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though 

I neither fear God nor respect man, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her 

justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual coming.’ ” And the Lord said, “Hear 

what the unrighteous judge says. And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day 

and night? Will he delay long over them? I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. Never-

theless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”   (Underlined Emphasis Mine) 

   God loves Grinders. He loves persistent widows, He loves Spiritual Energizer Bunnies, 

and He loves Spiritual Mike Wazowskis! Why?   Because they represent who He is.  Think 

about the grind of Jesus’ life.  The grind of His path to the cross.  

Think about the story of humanity and the persistent loving grind of 

God the Father toward His adulteress unfaithful bride.  The loving 

grind of God is what brought Jesus to the earth and what redeemed His 

bride.  The grind of God the Father is what keeps us alive.  The loving 

grind of the mercy of God, His mercy is new every morning like the 

consistency of the waves on the beach or the rising of the sun every 

morning.   

     Our God is a grinder, He is persistent and consis-

tent!  He never fades or gives up!  He always was, is 

and will be a constant loving God who doesn’t change!  

Wow we have a God, a loving God who is grinding it 

out for all of humanity in hopes that some will repent 

and accepts His persistent, grinding love for them.  
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     As I compare my life to these examples and to the  grind of 

our God-King, I realize how short I fall and how it is not in me.  

However, there has now become a new prayer in my life,  

“Jesus make me a grinder in the 

faith.”  I want to run the race as 

to win the prize.  Give me faith 

when I have none, give me your 

grinding Spirit to press in and 

love you and love others when my world has been beaten down 

by life, sin, the world and the devil.  To him who overcomes, 

He gives the right to   become a child of God.  I cannot over-

come without the power of our Grinding God who never stops 

loving us.  Only can an infinite source give us the power we 

need to grind out this life in a way that we can hear, "Well done 

my good and faithful servant."  

 

  Jesus, I pray for all who read this, that you would expose their lack of grind and grant 

supernatural hunger and ability to be empowered by you the ultimate Grinder.  Make us a 

church, a bride, leaders, followers who are tenacious to fight for justice, to clothe  the naked, 

feed the poor, stop sex-trafficking, fight for orphans, forgive and reconcile relationships, who 

don’t fall into passivity, who fight for marriages and truth, who have faith and hope in the midst 

of tragedy and calamity.  JESUS RELEASE the grind in your saints that is in your character.  

Makes us worthy of the Gospel, let your grinding love be received so we can give it out.  Jesus 

we are a pathetic people who look to you for the impossible.  

To you be all the glory!   

 

In Jesus,       

 

Nicholas Taylor Hargrove <>< 

Victory Sower of 

the Grove 
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Rainwater sharing on eternal perspective  

at a grave yard. 

Thank you for your L.I.F.E 
investments in the King-

dom of God by making dis-
ciples who make disciples 

through Sport.   
 

 

 

NEEDS 

 Financial Need $200 more in 

monthly support. 

 Good Used Car– I have money 

saved up still searching  


