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“The Word of the Lord is holy, 
it can be understood by the 
grace of God giving you eyes to 
see and ears to hear.  We must 
become people of prayer & the 
book.” ~Matthew Graben~

REMEMBRANCE & VISION
ROCHESTER RIDGEMEN , PRISON MINISTRY, 

 CAMPUS MINISTRY & SPORTLINC DIRECTOR  

September 2013

A SUMMER OF LIFE CHANGE : PRAYER,WIN, BUILD, SEND
What an awesome God we serve!  
I am so thankful for the 
intentionality of God determining 
the seasons and place in which we 
live.  I get to be a disciple maker 
through sports and specifically as a 
coach of a silly game called, 
“baseball.”  Jesus has created us 
all for, “such a time as this” and I 
am so grateful for Him calling me 
with a vision and using you as 
provision to fulfill our part in His 
plan of redemption.  To encourage 
you, here are several quotes from 
the guys themselves, when I asked 
them, “How Jesus worked in their 
lives this summer?”

“What's up Grover! Yeah, well, Jesus 
helped me with my priorities in life. 
Before this summer I had baseball #1 
in my life. What helped me this 

summer with was being able to put 
Jesus #1 in my life in everything that I 
do, which includes baseball. Now when 
I am playing the game I'm doing it as 
an act of worship. Everything I do now 
with the game of baseball is now for 
the glory of God!”  ~Nick Oddo~

“This Summer, God used Athletes in 
Action to show me areas in my life that 
I didn’t even know needed to change.  
It was literally a life altering summer  
that I am so blessed to have been a 
part of, and I cannot wait to be involved 
again next year in Alaska!” 
~Tim Knesnick~

“He Helped me to see the better in 
people and to better myself as a 
person and especially as a baseball 
player.”  ~Dwayne Snider~

NYCBL All-Star Game July
Head Coach- Taylor Hargrove
Nick Oddo - Cal State San Bernarddino
Tim Knesnick -Stoney brook College
Dwayne Snider- Texas Lutheran  
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Many highlights and outreaches happened 
over this summer.  I would like to share two 
of them.  The first one being that both the 
AIA and FCA teams which are Christian 
sports ministries tag teamed in trying to 
reach the summer league for Jesus 
Christ as well as make disciples and 
better ball players.  FCA had a player 
share their testimony with each team as well 
as feed the opposing team the first time they 
came to their field.  On AIA’s last home game  against 
each opponent had a player share their testimony and 
the gospel.  Evangelism and Discipleship was taking 
place and the unity that Jesus prayed for (John 17) 
was a blessing!  Above are both of our teams before a 
game interceding for players, coaches, umpires of the 
teams we play against!        

Secondly, I want to share with you a major 
highlight for me this summer.  On one of our off days 
our team played softball in a prison in upstate NY.  
Last year we were rained out and I had not had this 

opportunity since 2006 in Mineral Wells, TX (See 
picture above).   Chris Rainwater and I were 

able to break the ice for our guys who 
were a bit nervous as we shook the guys 
hands and introduced ourselves.  We 
ended up playing four games and really 
surprised the guys in how we treated 

them.  This is one day where they could 
be treated as competitors and brothers 

rather than scum or trash.  Jesus instilled hope 
and dignity into these guys and let us see that His 
heart is for all to enter into his Kingdom. He is a God 
of second chances!

“...Truly, I 
say to you, as you 
did for the least of 
these my brothers, 
you did it to me.” 

Mt 25:40

ATHLETES IN ACTION (AIA) & FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTIAN 
ATHLETES (FCA) PRAYING FOR OVER 200 COLLEGE BASEBALL 

PLAYERS , WHO HEARD A PERSONAL LIFE CHANGING 
TESTIMONY AND THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST THIS SUMMER 

IN NYCBL BECAUSE YOU GIVE!

Prison Softball

Rochester Ridgeman Staff 
get away to Fenway Park 

in Boston after the 
season was over thanks 
to a very generous man!  
(Myself, Brady James, 
Chris Rainwater, Darin 

Mcfarland, Chris 
Mcfarland & Spencer 

Ansett)
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CAMPUS MINISTRY

Jesus Film 
Translation 

Challenge coming 
soon !

We dream of a day when there are Christ followers on every team, in every sport in every nation!

Now what?  
We have a presence on over 200 

college campuses in the country of 
which their are 1500 athletic 
departments.  I work with the catalytic 
arm of campus ministry in which student 
athletes like the guys pictured here 
catch a vision to reach their teammates 
and fellow athletes in their athletic 
department for Jesus Christ from the 
baseball teams they played on in the 
summer like the Rochester Ridgeman.  

In April, I was called by God to the 
role of Director of SportLinc which is the 
catalytic arm of Athletes in Action’s 
campus ministry.  We oversee around 
50 Student led movements of which I 
personally coach/mentor/disciple 6 
campuses.   Below is a snap shot of 
some of the awesome things Jesus is 
doing in the lives of the guys I disciple 
and the campuses they minister on. 

Shasta Jr. College
Eastfield Jr. College
Mt. Vernon University       
Hendrix College

 1 Cor. 3:7  "It’s not important who does 
the planting, or who does the watering. 
What’s important is that God makes the 

seed grow."

      Going into their second year as 
SportLinc Reps, Collin Radack and Matt 
Simmons have seen the work of Jesus 
Christ make things grow at Hendrix 
College in Arkansas!.  After starting with 
Bibles Study with their Baseball team 
last year (click the small picture on the below 
for video), they have seen planting and 
watering produce fruit of growth with 
over 75 students (majority of 
them athletes)  at their first weekly 
meeting this year.  What is even more 
precious is their focus is not on the 
numbers, but on producing 2 Tim. 2:2 
disciples and replacing themselves as 
leaders.  Jesus is truly making disciples 
on this campus and we say "Thank you 
Jesus!"

Standing in the Gap

TAYLOR EMPKEY  SPORTLINC 
LEADER AT EASTFIELD COLLEGE 
LEADS A BIBLE STUDY WITH HIS 

TEAMMATES!

SHASTA COLLEGE ATHLETES IN 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA MEET 

WITH JASON & MANDI KELLY IN 
THEIR HOME! 

Sinclair Jr. College 
Thank you Jesus! In 
August I got to share 
the gospel within my 
story to 40 college 
baseball players and 

coaches!

Hendrix College in Arkkansas



[4]

     Next Generation Leadership 
Athletes in Action is not only a 

phenominal minsitry but a growing 
organization in which I am so greatful 
to be called to.  One of the ways in 
which we seek to build the capacity of 
our leaders is through our “Next 
Generation Leadership” course which 
is a two year module.  I have been 
chosen along with twenty others to be 
developed to have greater capacity.  
We are taking online coures through 
Franklin Covey’s OnDemand classes.  
This first model is concentrating on 
time management.  

360 Review
I just finished another way in 

which I am growing in organizaitonal 
leadership, my 360 review. A 360 
review consists of a major feedback 
process from my director, peers, driect  
reports and many others.  This was the 
first time in my whole life where I was 
in a safe place emotionally to receive 
criticism and welcome it for the 
purpose of growth. 

The reason is that I tend to be my 
own worst critic and if I can critisize 
myself first, then I do not have to hear 

it from anyone else.  I do not know if 
you can relate, but I started doing this 
on the sports field and it is part of me 
now.  It is not healthy, but I guess the 
thought behind it is that, “The pain of 
others critiscim is to hurtful so I will 
beat them to it so I don’t have to hear 
it from them.”  Well, I received alot of 
powerful affirmations and areas of 
growth that I need to work on.

When it comes to leading our 
department in the following areas I am 
strong as a “coach/developer” and a 
“motivator” and I need to grow in 
strategy and alignment.  Since April, I 
have seen my ability to grow in 
“strategic planning” and “alignment” 
sky rocket and it has alot to do with 
being open to growth, goal setting and 
the Holy Spirit coming alongside me in 
areas of need.  

Team Develpment 
Our SportLinc Team, although 

small right now, is really able to 
maximize our speicific strengths.  
Please pray for us as we oversee 
over 50 college campus ministries.  
I have a vision for a very large 
team.  Pray for me to be 
consistant in my leadership and 
not get easily disappointed by 
obstacles.  

Dallas Theological Seminary Class
Another blessing this semester 

is taking my third online class at DTS.  

This class is on “New Testament 
Gospels. “ I am already enjoying the 
academic study and seeing how each 
gospel writer had a specific structure 
to reach their audience. This, 
combined with much of my studies 
with Ray Vander Laan videos on 
“making disciples,” is really continuing 
to help me answer the question and 
refine the action of, “How do I really 
make disciples of Jesus Christ?”

Prayer Bomb
Jesus thankyou for every life that 

invests in your kingdom.  Meet their 
needs and cast vision for them to walk 
in your ways.  Grant obedience and 
perseverance for your saints.  Jesus 
we pray for college campuses all 
around the world, do whatever it takes 
to make your name be known and 
worshiped!

~Nicholas Taylor Hargrove~
Victory Sower/Sewer in a Hairs Grove

DIRECTOR OF SPORTLINC
Growing in Organizational Leadership

Donate Online:   www.give.cru.org/give/0604207                                     
Email: Taylor.Hargrove@athletesinaction.org                                       

Snail Mail: 352 Tranquil Dr. Xenia, OH 45385                     

AIAwebsite:www.athletesinaction.org 
Website:TaylorHargrove@wordpress.com                                              

Phone:  937-430-8893

“He shepherded 
them with an upright 

heart and guided them with 
skillful hands”

Psalm 78:72
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