
 Patience?  What is that?  In a culture where we can get 
instant results from a click of  a button on the internet to pay 
our bills, buy something, pay someone back.  Where instant 
gratification with food, sex, money, entertainment, music is 
so readily available, we have learned, I have learned that 
patience is simply a word that is in the way of  what I want.  
We are in an age where the process of  waiting has become 
sinful.  Can any of  you relate?   
 This is dangerous for us especially when it comes to 
our spiritual life and the spiritual life of  others.  In my mind 
the word “growth” is an antonym of  patience because 
growth takes time.  Babies take time to grow in their mothers 
bellies, trees when planted to instantly pop up into a giant 
oak is not going to happen, relationships don’t go from just 
meeting, to refined and trusted.  The process of  life involves 
growth and patience.  I continue to be reminded of  that in 
personal wrestling matches with Jesus and for others who I 
pour into.  I want to share with you a bit of  how I am 
learning to trust God to help others grow where I have 
gotten to plant seeds or water seeds in their life.   
     Full-time ministry is my vocational job and it happens to 
be my passion and calling as well.  Yet I can only do so much, 
I can only plant or water so many seeds.  But it is God who 
makes them grow.  And the spiritual beginnings and growth  
of  others just like my own growth takes time.  This can be 
frustrating and hard to embrace.  Yet this passage has helped 
me today as I write to you a small glimpse of  what Jesus is 
doing locally here in Xenia, Ohio.   
     Last Fall I was able to share my story of  when the love of  
Jesus met me and radically changed me from the inside out 
with the 39 guys above.  The gospel was mixed into my story.  
My expectations are guys are going to respond and get saved.  
I have realized that seeds were planted and I can’t  force 
growth in my life or anyone else's.   

    Let me tell you two stories of  seed planting and growth. 
The first is about a guy named Taylor Huebner….After 
Christmas Break,  four months after sharing the gospel, Taylor 
wanted to meet with me after a workout.  I asked him what he 
wanted to talk about, I told him it was his time.  He said, “He 
wanted to start where we left off.”   I asked him, “And where 
did we leave off?”  He pulls out his iPhone and opens up the 
God Tools app to the Fours Spiritual Laws ( a presentation of  
the gospel).  We spent an hour or so going over the gospel 
putting it into baseball terminology so he could understand it.  
Taylor has no church upbringing or understanding of  the 
gospel.  Taylor gave his life to Jesus that night!  Since then I 
have met with Taylor to encourage him in his walk with Jesus 
teaching him to learn more about the person of  Jesus Christ in 
the book of  John. I give him gospel nuggets or highlights 
from the Bible which I call “web gems in the word”.  Taylor is 
playing in the league against our AIA Xenia Scouts baseball 
team this summer.  When I caught up with him this is what he 
said.   !
How did God meet you this year?   
The time we went over the gospel where 
we had left off…That was definitely 
good, it opened up everything.  Reading 
the Bible for the first time was 
intimidating and refreshing.  
Intimidating because all of  the stories He 
told and how He wanted us to be perfect.  
It was refreshing because what pops in 
my head is the story of  the woman 
caught in adultery They brought her to Jesus to have Him punish her 
but he told them, “Whoever hasn’t sinned can cast the first stone.”  If  
He forgave the woman for that then I can be forgiven for my sins too.  I 
also liked the times we have met.  I liked your web gems in the word.  

!
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“BUT ONLY GOD WHO GIVES THE GROWTH” 
 1 CORINTHIANS 3:6-7  “I PLANTED, APOLLOS WATERED, BUT GOD GAVE THE GROWTH.  SO NEITHER HE WHO PLANTS NOR HE WHO WATERS IS 

ANYTHING, BUT ONLY GOD WHO GIVES THE GROWTH. 8 HE WHO PLANTS AND HE WHO WATERS ARE ONE, AND EACH WILL RECEIVE HIS WAGES 
ACCORDING TO HIS  LABOR.”            

2013-2014 Sinclair Community College Baseball Team. This was my third Year being a chaplain for them.

Taylor Huebner!



Learning	  to	  have	  patience	  with	  myself	  in	  areas	  where	  my	  growth	  seems	  slow.	  	  	  	  
Coaching	  our	  AIA	  Baseball	  Team	  “Xenia	  Scouts”	  June-‐Aug	  1st	  
Recruiting	  and	  developing	  our	  SportLinc	  Team	  
Working	  on	  a	  project	  about	  Diversity	  within	  AIA,	  Please	  pray	  for	  us.	  
Talk	  with	  me	  about	  doing	  evangelism	  training	  for	  you	  and	  your	  church.	  	  	  
Please	  use	  World	  Cup	  Outreach	  Video	  theprize.com	  (also	  on	  Jesus	  Oilm	  App)	  
Join	  us	  in	  praying	  for	  100	  Million	  Brazilian	  souls	  to	  hear	  and	  respond	  to	  the	  gospel	  
during	  the	  World	  Cup.	  

Donate Online:   www.give.cru.org/give/0604207                                     
Email: Taylor.Hargrove@athletesinaction.org                                       
Snail Mail: 575 N King St.  Xenia, OH 45385                     

AIA website: www.athletesinaction.org 
Website:TaylorHargrove@wordpress.com                                              
Phone:  937-430-8893

 ~Seeds From Sinclair Softball back in March~	  
	   Several months ago during March Madness a big group of  my AIA friends were spending some 
time at a local sports restaurant, Roosters where I saw some of  the local Sinclair Softball ladies 
(specifically Rachel who had shown a lot of  spiritual interest).  I invited them to come hang out with 
the AIA staff  as we had about 10 of  us in two different booths.  We had a close AIA female friend of  
mine with us and I thought this is a great opportunity to get these young college girls in front of  a 
godly woman who can relate to them.  About twenty minutes later Brooke, Katie and Rachel came 
over to our table and I went right for the jugular.  I asked them what they knew about AIA and started 
speaking the gospel in the language of  softball illustrations.  You could tell they hadn’t heard about 
Jesus this way before.  We had them download the God Tools app and taking turns, Denise began to 
share the gospel with the softball players with Point 1(God Loves us). As Owen and I explained points 
2, 3, and 4( about Sin, Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and their choice to accept Him) the Holy Spirit 
was working in these three girls. Each one of  them began to share with us their spiritual past and were 
wrestling with what the Gospel implied for their lives.  At the end of  the night all three heard the 
gospel in a way that made sense to them.  They told us they would feel more comfortable praying to 

initiate the relationship on their own, they let us pray that the Spirit would continue to minister to them and call them to Himself. 

An update several months later.   Rachel still attends our University of  Dayton AIA meetings through the school year, joined a ladies 
small group, came to volunteer at our Night of  Champions event and initiated going to church with an AIA staff  member.  I caught 
up with her and asked her to reflect on the time at Roosters.  I felt like I was happy that two of  my really good friends were with me.  I have 
always been trying to get them to come to Athletes in Action.  It was crazy that you were there and for us to share that moment with you.  That moment was 
exciting because I felt excited to talk to other people about what I have learned and where I had 
came from since that fall.  I was excited for them to hear what you had to say and not just me.   

How is your walk with Jesus or your understanding of  Him different now than it 
was at the beginning fall?  Joy!   You know how sometimes you wake up because you feel 
someone is next to you.  When I pray I feel like someone is actually listening to me and is there.  
When I used to pray I wasn't sure, I felt like I was talking to a brick wall. !
  As I see some of  these seeds grow, I am reminded to be patience, to do my job, 
not to get disappointed and to remember that “God Gives the Growth.” !
      Nicholas Taylor Hargrove  !

Carlos Pena is now 
playing for our Xenia 

Scouts team.  Both he 
and I did not expect to be 
in Xenia this summer but 

Jesus has woven our 
stories together. Please 

keep praying for him and 
other former Sinclair 
players we see this 

summer.  

Thank you for being part of seeing Christ-Followers on 
every team, in every sport, in every nation!”

Brooke, Katie & Rachel 
Sinclair Softball ladies
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